Forklift Battery Lifecycle Register

Tracking battery assets from receipt to disposition
Use a stable battery identifier to connect asset, chemical, operating, condition, waste, and shipment records. Duplicate the unit record for additional batteries. This recommended U.S. documentation aid is not an equipment manual, shipping authorization, waste determination, or emergency-response procedure.
Unit and approved arrangement
	Record field
	Entry and evidence

	Battery ID, manufacturer, model, serial number, and chemistry
	[Identify actual system]

	Condition/status, location, responsible department, and date
	[Record]

	Truck, charger, ratings, approved configuration, and instructions
	[Identify and verify compatibility]

	Manufacturer approval/marking review for applicable changes
	[Evidence or justified N/A]

	Receipt date and product documentation
	[SDS revision, manual, supplier information]

	HCS applicability and scope/exemption basis
	[Decision, facts, source, reviewer]

	Gross mass and composition denominator
	[Units; whole battery, electrolyte, or other basis]

	Model-specific component quantity evidence
	[Manufacturer data and limitations; do not guess]



Facility chemical inventory and Tier II screening
Facility and reporting year: [Identify]. Reviewer/date: [Identify]. State reporting requirements reviewed: [Source and result].
	Screening field
	Decision and supporting calculation

	Applicable HCS/SDS and EPCRA scope
	[Determine; do not assume all batteries exempt or reportable]

	Covered installed batteries, spares, and other relevant sources
	[IDs, quantities, location, simultaneous inventory basis]

	Discarded-unit scope/exemption review
	[Record separately; no automatic counting or omission]

	Chemical/EHS identity and applicable threshold
	[Chemical, units, governing provision, state differences]

	Component mass or interval and denominator
	[Verified source; calculation and uncertainty]

	EHS aggregation across covered facility sources
	[Battery components, mixtures, and other relevant quantities]

	Non-EHS mixture/component option
	[Record applicable option; do not automatically aggregate all lead]

	Maximum relevant quantity present at one time
	[Evidence; distinguish annual throughput]

	Chosen reporting option and Sections 311/312 consistency
	[Decision and evidence]

	Outcome and unresolved information
	[Report / supported below threshold / supported exemption / pending; owner]



For covered sulfuric acid, the general federal Sections 311/312 threshold is 500 lb, based on the lower of 500 lb or the 1,000 lb TPQ. Apply the governing scope and state provisions. Gross battery weight is not automatically acid weight. EPA permits relevant battery-mixture reporting options and explains that separate lead aggregation is not always required. Do not use this note as a full facility reporting determination.
Charging and condition check
Battery/truck/charger/location: [Identify]. Checker/date: [Identify].
	Verification
	Result, evidence, and action

	Correct approved equipment and current instructions
	[Verify]

	Designated area and relevant apparatus/traffic protection
	[Verify applicable arrangement]

	Applicable ventilation, electrolyte, electrical, ignition, and fire provisions
	[Verify for actual system]

	Appropriate handling equipment and battery positioning/securing
	[Verify]

	Manufacturer condition criteria and required inspections
	[Record actual criteria and findings]

	Worker authorization, instructions, and emergency communication
	[Verify]

	Damage, leakage, abnormal heat, swelling, or other concern
	[Record condition and protective disposition]



Operating status: [ ] Authorized defined arrangement. [ ] Hold. [ ] Removed from service pending assessment. Authority/date: [Complete].
Do not open or water a sealed pack, improvise a charger substitution, or handle a damaged unit merely because this checklist has an entry. Use applicable safe-work and emergency arrangements and manufacturer direction.
Removal from service and waste decision
	Field
	Entry and evidence

	Battery ID, observed condition, removal date, and assessor
	[Record]

	Repair/reuse assessment versus decision to discard
	[Facts, disposition, authority]

	Waste generation/discard date where applicable
	[Date and basis; do not reset by relocation]

	Federal and authorized-state waste determination
	[Evidence and applicable requirements]

	Management route
	[Not yet waste / nonhazardous determination / applicable universal waste / Part 266 Subpart G / other lawful route]

	Handler status, storage, marking, accumulation demonstration, and training
	[Applicable arrangements and records]

	Release or condition-related restrictions
	[Protective measures, responsible person, reassessment]



End of life decision flow
1. Establish whether the unit is being evaluated for continued use or has been discarded. Record the actual decision and date.
2. For a waste battery, determine hazardous-waste and relevant battery-rule applicability, including the selected spent lead-acid route and state requirements.
3. Establish the applicable storage, accumulation, condition, release, and personnel arrangements. Do not use a universal-waste label to avoid the actual determination.
4. Determine DOT classification and shipment requirements for the actual chemistry and condition. For applicable damaged lithium units, evaluate 49 CFR 173.185(f).
5. Verify the receiving facility and retain applicable shipment and disposition evidence. Close the asset record while preserving the required compliance records.
Shipment and final disposition
Battery IDs and quantity: [Record]. Actual condition: [Record]. Waste route and destination acceptance: [Evidence].
Qualified shipping determination: [Person, date, classification, applicable packing/marking/documentation, training and carrier requirements]. Damage/recalled-battery assessment: [173.185(f) applicability or other basis].
Shipment date/carrier/receiving facility: [Identify]. Shipping and receipt/disposition evidence: [References]. Record retention/access basis and owner: [Identify]. Final authority/date: [Complete].
References
• Powered industrial trucks
• EPA battery reporting options
• Battery waste applicability and discard dates
• Lithium battery transportation
